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Basic Research on the Composition of Students:

Constructing a Student Composition Corpus and Putting It to Practical Use

Kie FUIIWARA * Shin MIYAGI * Fumichika MATSUZAKI

Abstract

The aim of this study is to construct a composition corpus and effectively use it and to analyze the
composition ability of elementary and middle school students. The corpus that we constructed in this study is
superior to an existing corpus in the following ways: it (1) secures the quantity of text data up to 1982, 2
shows homogeneity of the cooperator,(3) presents a complete survey of Japan’s compulsory education
course for the ninth grade,(4) enables a development research according to school age, and (5) presents text
data collection for the same child twice a year, in June and December, thereby customizing the development of
composition ability to a personal level. Using the corpus that was built in this study, we conducted a research
into the appearance of the conjunction and emotional expression and degree expression in the composition. The
results obtained revealed that (1) while the use of the conjunction in spoken language remains, there is a
gradual shift to a conjunction that is an element of the written language, (2) as the school age of the student
advances in the elementary school, use of the affirmative emotional word decreases generally, (3) the
affirmative emotional word is used as a predicate, and (4) with the fixation of the degree adverb modification
use, students get a new affirmative emotional word. When students write a composition, they not only arranged

the words they knew but also made a choice from the variety of words they knew.
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