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A Study of “Kansei” in the Area of “Expression”:

Focusing on the Kansei Discrepancy in Music and the Visual Arts

Hisae SUGIMOTO

Abstract

This research examines the background of the kansei discrepancy in music and visual art education
highlighting problems in early childhood musical education. Analysing conceptual discrepancies in post-war
music and visual arts curricula, this study reveals discrepancies between the teaching of music and visual arts in
kindergarten and elementary schools. Whereas the focus of visuals arts education is fostering an innate
aesthetic sense by encouraging the child’s impulsion as the creative departure point, the emphasis of music
education is the cultivation of basic knowledge and skills. The key problem posed by this study is the neglect in

music education of the mission of arts education to cultivate kansei through expression.
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