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The experience of UCR summer program
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I'd like to write about the reason | participated in this program. | started to learn English in
elementary school and since then, I've been interested in it and also American culture.
Before | went to the US, the biggest goal of my own was improving my speaking skill. In fact,

however, nothing is bigger change in this program than knowing about myself.

First, I'm going to write about my class. | took IOF class which is for English communication.
| studied pronunciation, grammar and conversation skill. There were 16 students in our
class—from Japan, China, Korea and Saudi Arabia. | learned the difference of sound
between what I've studied in Japan and native speakers. Of course there are many rules,
but | think learning from listening is really important for us. Besides things what teachers
taught us, | learned that the style of class was totally different from Japan. Our teacher
always said “What else?”, “Any other ideas?” and never contradicted what our answered
and opinions. In Japan, students tend to hesitate to say something because they are afraid
of mistake. On the other hand, the style of education in the US told me the importance of
participation in class.

In the afternoon, my elective class was “Business English”, which were learning situations
related to business such as marketing, negotiating and advertising. Although the contents
were little difficult for me, my classmates were really good at speaking English and had good
ideas, which stimulated me so much. In addition, the teacher was so nice! | recommend you

to take this class if you have a chance.

Second, the biggest thing which changed my mind is experience of homestay. We were only
three people in my family: mother, sister and |I. My host mother was always busy person due
to not only a manager position, but also single mother. That's why it was hard for me to talk
to her at first. But now, | think it was good challenge for me to act my own initiative. When |
was completely disappointed of my host family and talked with our school adviser about that,
she said to me that | should have tried to talk to her again and again and claimed that |
wanted to speak English and also shouldn’t have stayed my room if | wanted to
communicate with them. She asked me, “Are you outgoing in Japan?” | answered
confidently “Of course, yes.” At the same time, | realized how difficult to explain our feeling in
different cultures and languages. | became negative before | knew. After that, the more |

tried to do, the more time she became to involve me in their conversation. Through this



change, | realized the importance of being aggressive in my life. If | had just hoped her for
talking to me, there would have been no change and development. The situation was not
easy for me, but | learned a lot from this difficulties. Now that, my host family and | have
good relationship!

Moreover, host mother's parents, | mean my host grandparents, visited us for a week. They
were very friendly so | could enjoy talking with them, especially grandfather. He was always
kind and helped with my homework many times. During their stay, | also learned what
American food was! They loved pizza, coke, ice cream, cheese...and so on! On the other

hand, my host mother liked vegetable and Mexican food. It was good for my health!

This is my family! (with grandparents)

Third, let me write about school trip and after school. One of my big memories is camping in
Yosemite National Park! We could enjoy a lot of beautiful nature and also barbecue in
camping site. It took about 9 hours, but it was worthwhile for me. In this camp, the drivers
and leaders were students of UCR main campus so we enjoyed talking with them in English
through the three days. At night, the temperature of camping site was too cold to sleep! It
was the first time for me to camp outside and | found it hard but also very fun!!

In the middle of August, | went to San Diego as school trip. We could see the pretty beach,
which is called “La Jolla Beach”. It takes just 2 hours from Riverside so the place is popular
to visit. Most people who live in Riverside love beaches! My host mother said that | should
have brought bathing suit all the time when | visited California.

By the way, can you guess how | made friends in UCR? Fortunately, | had to wait my host
mother until around 6pm, so | could meet so many students in the rouge! Sometimes | asked
to join conversation practice time, although | didn't have any own partners! In addition, |
went to the main campus and made a friend, too. If you try to make friends, there are so

many chances to meet them! The more times | met new friends, the more increasingly



confident | was in my English and to become aggressive.

Camping @Yosemite

Finally, this program told me a lot about myself, especially weak points. It was not always
happy and fun, but it made me more aggressive and confident in myself. Now | can speak
more fluently than before. Of course one of the reasons is class, but another reason is
confidence, | think. In the future, I'd like to see my friends who | met in Riverside and talk

about a lot of things in English!

| am grateful to all the people for every encounter.

They are my friends!! @rouge
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About my experience in Manchester

NHEFEHEEULTFL 3 4F
e TS

Now, | could finish my five week English program. | could gain a lot of precious things
through my experience in Manchester. To be honest, | am not sure my English is correct, but
I will try to write my report in English.

1. About my study course
This was the summer program, so there were many Japanese students in Manchester
University. However, in my class, there were some foreign students, so | could make
some foreign friends. All of them are highly motivated students. One day, when | spoke
Japanese with Japanese students in a break time, my classmate said ‘Don’t speak
Japanese.’ Firstly, | was surprised and | thought he was so strict. After that, he told me
that he was worried about Japanese students because he thought they have less
opportunity to speak English. | noticed that he is very kind. Actually, my foreign friends,
including him have different situations from me, for example they will stay in Britain more
than one year, or they study English for their job or family. Nevertheless, they always
paid attention to me. So, | could make an effort with them.

2. About daily life
My dormitory is same with only Ohanomizu University’s students. | could stay relax and
there were no troubles. However, if | didn’t search any opportunity to talk in English,
there would be no meaning to study abroad. So, | decided to communicate with many
people. In some weekend, | went out alone and talked to the British to gather some
information about Manchester. The British are very kind and friendly, so if | asked some
trivial things, they answered kindly. And also, | went to dinner with my foreign friends.
Maybe foreign students also want to improve their English skills. Through dinner, we
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could make friendship and improve English.

What | changed through my experience

In the first week, | was a shy student, so | always stayed with Japanese students and
spoke Japanese. However, | noticed it was waste of time even though | paid expensive
money. So, | changed my characteristics. | decided that | did everything to get a chance
to improve my English skills. | talked a lot with foreigners and studied a lot. | could be an
active girl. If | talk to my family about my change, everyone would be surprised. | thought
if | strongly think | want to change, | can change myself. It's the biggest thing | found.

Conclusion

| don’t know who reads my reports, but | have one thing to tell someone who wants to try
to join short-term program. Actually, you wouldn’t be able to improve your English skill
only by joining short-term program. You can speak Japanese and you can have a nice
weekend with your Japanese friends. However, | want you to think whether it is good for
you. The short-term program will be over before you know it. So, you should use every
chance to speak English. Sometimes, you may have to make chances by yourself. If you
can think your goal, you can get many things from the program.

In closing, without global education center’s help, especially Ms. Watanabe, | couldn’t
have nice days. So, | thank them from the bottom of my heart. Thank you very much.
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