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The Value of Individuality in WATSUJI Tetsuro’s Ethics
ARAKI Natsuno
Abstract

WATSUIJI Tetsuro’s Ethics is often pointed out that it is not enough to analyze Individuality.
However, in recent years, we can see some works trying to find the importance of Individuality
in WATSUIJTI’s theory. The purpose of this study is an examination of Individuality by WATSUJI
Tetsuro, and a grasp of this value in his ethics. By reading his works chronologically, we can find
his changes and coherences. In conclusion, he consistently understood that Individuality is formed
in the in-betweenness of person and person, and made a point of its preservation and completion.
He stressed the importance of Individuality, especially in the theory of love in “Rinrigaku.” He
considered not only the spirit but also the Human Body as an Individuality, and paid attention to its
irreplaceable oneness. The Individuality, which is contained in a Human Body is changing through
a human being’s life. In other words, Individuality will not be completed, and WATSUIJI accepted
this transformation. His ideas of Individuality is on the assumption from the theory of betweenness.
However we can analyze the individuality in his ethics because he found that the only Individuality
at Human Body that everyone has is unique and changes constantly.
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