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A study of the restrictions on the co-occurrence of Chinese adverbs:
Their relation with focus, aspect, and modality

Tomomi Ishii

This paper discusses the restrictions on co-occurrence of Chinese adverb and focus, aspect,
modality. this paper explain property of Chinese adverb, and point out new opinion about
Chinese adverb that has complex feature.

In chapre2, explained about co-occurrence of Chinese adverb and focus. There are two type of
interrogative sentence that ask whether or not some statement is true in Chinese, one is “G 7%
eI, the other is “IERCERTSC. This two interrogative sentence have different restrictions of

co-occurrence when these sentence co-occur with Chinese adverb “t1”. See the sentence below.

Dafr B F 52
Youtoo go MA(nterrogative)
(Do you go too?]
b*R X A %2

you too go BU(negative) go

(Da is “GE%ELISC. This interrogative sentence can co-occur with “t1”. (2) is “IESCEESC. This
Interrogative sentence can’t co-occur with “t”. This is caused by different feature of focus.
In chapre3, tried making a study about co-occurrence of adverb and future aspect. In this

chapter, deal with “PRE~T" “GtZE~T" that express future aspect. See the sentence below.

@adk % hE HE 7.
I already soon leave LE(aspect of past)
(I already leave the country soon.]
b*k ©& #m#E HE T,

I already soon leave LE(aspectof past)



@aft Gt g EE 7.

he immediately soon leave LE(aspect of past)

(I already leave the country soon.)

b*fl L tREE [mIE T

he immediately soon leave LE(aspect of past)

In(2), “PM¥E~T” can cooccur withadverb “C4” ,but,

), “WtZE~T" can cooccur with adverb

“GEZE~T" cant co-occur. In

“I |7 but, “PFE~T" can’t co-occur. Thus,

when “PREE~T7 “GE~T" co-occur with adverb, phenomenon of co-occurrence is different.

This is caused by different feature of perspectives.

In chapre4, examined co- occurrence of modality adverb “X”,“4f and auxiliary verb “48”,

“IH7&” . See the sentence below.

@WaF K 1z
I very want eat
(I want to eat very much]
b2k K BE .

I very want eat

Gaf i H FH

I very want watch
(I want to watch very much.]
b.*&k I BE FH.

I  very want watch

In(4), “#8” can cooccur with “K”, “E&”

can’t co-occur. In (5), “4H”

can co-occur with

“4F7 , “JEE” can’t co-occur. Thus, phenomenon of co-occurrence is different. It is caused by

different feature of modality.

This paper point out new opinion about Chinese adverb that express focus, aspect, modality by

analysis of co-occurrence with element of focus, aspect, modality.



