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Small Farming and Gender in the Caribbean:
Reconsidering “Internal Marketing Systems”
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This paper tries to clarify the impact of structural and gender analysis to explain the nature of small farming in the contemporary Caribbean.

First, I query the validity of the past and the latest classifications on world agricultural regions, which cannot address the nature of small

farming in the Caribbean. Second, I examine the notion of “Internal Marketing Systems,” proposed by Sideny Mintz in the late 1950s, from

the perspective of gender. The purpose of reconsidering the notion of “Internal Marketing Systems” is to know how Mintz had found a way

to articulate two different modes of production in the Caribbean before the development of dependency theory on economy in the Third

World and to examine what escaped Mintz's notice due to the lack of gender analysis. Third, I reexamine information about women's work

in agriculture and local markets presented in Mintz, Horowitz, De 1'orme and Ishizuka's respective papers between 1960 to 2003, in order

farm workers, farmers, farm laborers, heads of farm households and marketers of agricultural produce. Women are primarily self-employed

subsistence farmers and producers/traders. They almost completely dominate the distribution and retailing of local grown food crops. Finally,

based on the theory of continuing original accumulation proposed by Claudia von Werlhof, I conclude that the work of women as producers/

traders in local markets allows articulation of the production of small farming with global economy in the Caribbean.
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Articulation of modes of production
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i to complement Mintz's notion. What needs to be emphasized is that women play a major economic role in agriculture in the Caribbean as :

et al.2004:99), X 5 IZ, REICBU L 40, L) bIFiEEZIHS
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U= 33 a=7 4 ORRIIGTORETAZ, MEERR
DR Bih HREEROLNRL TH L L AR L, TD%E
W, WERIR, IEE, 7B R OREE S Ao T2 2 L
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RO BIARASIIIE S, REFHHED OBTBERIC Z o A28l L,
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HEHIE, EoOmMmEI RS, W, &, Al il ok,
LA, RRESCTE, AHMEOMEINZ 5, VT 1=y
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DOHEND LT D LF LTV L FEHIE. AT NFF, S
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PARA NN S N o SEIPA T o b AR SR F R P 2/ @M SEaN
DOWRGEAIFEIE3 ~ 58—t ¥ M &L DT, ZNPHLIZH DITRE
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BORKOBMEE S ATRELL T A EHHL TS (De
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Rk E TR, RN, REROTEb72H T TREIE L TT
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