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Illegal Love, Legal Rape:
Asymmetrical Censorship of Homosexual Novels during the Inter-War Period
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T. E. Lawrence's Seven Pillars of Wisdom and Radclyffe Hall's The Well of Loneliness both depict the homosexual characters who served in
the Great War. In the wartime atmosphere of information control remaining in the 1920s, The Well of Loneliness was legally banned whereas
Seven Pillars was greatly advertised. The paper aims to analyze the asymmetrical censorship imposed on the two novels in the historical
context. The novels were published when the ideal citizenship for “the Empire” was greatly discussed after the achievement of Universal
Suffrage. The concern for the ideal citizen was projected implicitly at the Well trial as well as in Winston Churchill's book review on Seven
Pillars, which focused on the novel's prospective readers. An analysis of these reader/citizen images through their contemporary periodicals
reveals: “the Empire” effectively exercised a powerful censorship in an asymmetrical way in order to complement the homosocial sphere,
excluding any women homosexuals from the concept of citizen. This imperial inspection differentiated by gender, therefore, stood in the way
of any possible solidarity between men and women homosexuals.
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