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Reviewing Historical Studies on Isabella d'Este:
A Woman's Art-Patronage and Her Several Images

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Isabella d'Este (1474-1539) , consort of the marquis of Mantua in Renaissance Italy, is famous not only for her competent political activities
in the absence of her husband, but also for her intensive patronage for artists, musicians, men of letters, and intellectuals.

Reviewing historical studies on her, we find that historians have given her many images ; as a discerning cruel politician (Machiavelli in a
skirt) , as an idealized elegant court lady (prima donna del mondo - first lady in the world) , as an oppressive haughty patron (being pedantic
and pretentious) , and as the first modern woman (protofeminist) .

This paper aimes to examine the studies of Isabella d'Este considering the images given to her, and secondly, to demonstrate that each image
of Isabella mirrors each historian's ideology, creed, and opinion about gender-roles.
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