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Ageing Body in the 70’s
— Enchi Fumiko’s Saimu ——

This paper aims to redefine the ageing female body as a social construct, and to explore the interaction of gender and ageing in post-
modern society, through an analysis of Enchi Fumiko’s Saimu[1976]. The female protagonist in Saimu is a writer in her 70’s. Through
a mystical process, she is transformed into a ‘Saiin’, a shaman priestess, who holds a powerful magnetic attraction for young men, later
turning into a senile old woman with grizzled hair. I will locate these incoherent, fluid body images in a 1970’s historical context, con-

centrating on the female “ageing body” which is both alienated from the fashion and medicalized in geronto-psychiatry. From this point
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of view, I will reconsider the image of ‘Saiin’, in a novel which reveals without doubt that an ageing women’s identity is prevented

from unification by, among others, the two social categories of “aged” and “woman”, through conceptualizations of the body.
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