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Analyzing the Gender-Bashing Discourse from the
Perspective of Conservative Movement :
Using Frame Analysis

Haruno KATO

(Human Developmental Sciences)

In Japan, objections to a gender-free or a gender-equal society have existed since the latter half of the
1990s. I define “gender bashing” as an objection of this kind, and inquire into the backlash against feminism
in Japan. Gender bashing has spread through media discourses, but few studies consider the bashing
discourse as a movement. I explore how gender bashing has spread at the discourse level. Further, this
paper shows how conservatives criticize feminists and how they are mobilized for gender bashing at the
discourse level. I analyze the gender-bashing discourse using frame analysis, which analyzes the
relationship between participants’ frame and mobilization, focusing on conservative publications
(magazines and books) and the new media (Internet websites, blogs, and bulletin board systems) from
1999. T explore each actor’s frames and frame resonance, and consider how a similar discourse spread
between “propagators” such as politicians, journalists, intellectuals, and “ordinary citizens.” Thus, I consider
how gender bashing has expanded at the discourse level. I extracted an “anti-feminism” collective action
frame in the gender-bashing discourse, as well as assistant frames through which one views things with
when she or he is resonant with the anti-feminism frame. There are five assistant frames: the ideology
destruction frame, communism frame, broken theory frame, anti-power frame, and grassroots frame. The
ideology destruction frame involves the perception that feminism is a revolutionary ideology that intends
to destroy the state or the family. The communism frame is involves the perception that feminism is
communism. The broken theory frame is involves the perception that feminism is not an effective concept
because its bases of doctrines or theories do not hold. Conservatives also identify themselves as a
“resisting power” or “grassroots” when they are resonant with the anti-feminism frame. These frames are
factors that contribute to resonance with the anti-feminism frame. When one is mobilized for bashing, he
or she is not necessarily resonant with five frames at a time. One could be mobilized for bashing if she or
he is resonant with only one of these five frames. This might increase the reasons for participating in

bashing, and the number of participants, too. This is one of the reasons that gender bashing has expanded.

Keywords: gender bashing, conservative movement, frame analysis, discourse, resonance
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