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Aging and Generativity:

Analysis of Conflict Concerning Parenting Between Mothers in Their Sixties and Their Daughters
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is as follows; Firstly, to investigate a relationship between aging and generativity
through an analysis of conflict concerning parenting with mothers and daughters. Secondly, to investigate how
the conflict affected mothers. Two grandmothers (69- and 63- years- old) with grandchildren, who live
respectively in the Greater Tokyo Metropolitan area and the Tohoku Region. Semi-structured interviews were
performed. One focus of the analysis was on the conflicts recounted by the grandmothers. The data was
analyzed through five points of view, and then by using thematic analysis. Based on their own life-experiences,
grandmothers supported their daughter’s independence and careers. One grandmother opposed her husband’s
traditional views on gender roles. The other grandmother experienced conflict between her traditional parenting
and her daughter’s scientific contemporary method. Conflict between mothers and daughters concerning
parenting indicated gaps in generation and culture. Issues of female independence, traditional gender roles,
scientific parenting, and city versus rural sense of values surfaced within the process of the conflict

management. Mothers in their sixties seem to find their identity by living through their daughters.
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