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The transformation process of the "intent" of the teachers

and the "learning" of the children in the course of study, "Seikatsuka"

Tomoko SENOO - Yoshiki NAKANO

abstract

In this study, we examined the process of continuous transformation of the "intent" of the teachers and the
"learning" of the children, by focusing on the teachers' use of the sentence-ending utterance, "ne". Dividing one
unit of the elementary school course of study, "Seikatsuka.", into the beginning stage, the mid-stage and the
final stage, we compared the teachers' utterances by "category analysis" and "case analysis". The results of this
study revealed that the beginning stage of the class was characterized by the teachers' frequent use of the
sentence ending form, "ne", as "connectives" and "fillers" in their speech, thereby eliciting the interest of the
children. However, the results revealed that when it came to the mid-stage of the class, it was characterized by'
the decreased use of "ne" by the teachers and when it came to the final stage of the class, it was characterized
by their increased use of the "listener- centered 'ne' " to achieve integration and sharing as the children absorbed
and exercised judgment on what had been communicated to them.

The results of this study suggested that the encouragement from the teachers, based on their "intent",
supported the "learning" of the children, as the class was propelled forward with the teachers and the children

mutually adjusting their ongoing discourse.
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