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Sick child rules for day nursery

Difference of standards between guardian and daycare staff

Yuiko SATO

abstract

Guardians are often faced with the difficult decision of whether or not they should send their sick children to
day nursery. There are clearly established rules about particular diseases, but when it comes to mild illnesses
such as fever or cough, the rules are often obscure. This study analyzes how guardians and day nursery staff
judge such situations through the use of a questionnaire.

The questionnaire consists of 10 scenarios that guardians often encounter. It includes conditions of fever,
cough,diarthea and vomiting. Within these illnesses various circumstances are considered; such as the
child’sdisposition after a fever drops, cases where a child is often woke at night due to coughing, and if a child
has diarrhea or is vomiting more than two times a day.

On investigation, all 10 instances exhibited a distinct difference in judgement between guardians and day
nursery staff. Whereas guardians tend to send their sick children to day nurseries in such undefined cases, day

nursery staff often prefers that sick children do not attend.
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