common terms for instance, but at least it is about discussion
and engagement.
The

globalisation of today neoliberal

- capitalist,
financially dominated, and corporate - has had momentous
implications for women. In order to open up our discussion
let me just point to a few of them. I would argue that what
they exemplify is some ways in which neoliberal capitalism
has articulated to patriarchy, to their mutual benefit. Most
evidently, capital has used its global mobility to search out
and exploit regional differences in gender relations (at the
same time as undermining trades unions in the countries of
the global north and west). The ambiguous results for women
- trading escape from oppressive patriarchal systems for more
immediately economic exploitation - have been much
analysed. Much of this has also been accompanied by new
forms of sexual exploitation, often coercive and violent. At
the same time, where previously there had been some welfare
provision through the state, the dismantling of the public
sector has loaded increasing responsibilities, and unpaid
labour, on to women. The proliferation of wars - and wars of a
different kind, in which rape has become a ‘normal’ weapon -
has been devastating for women around the world. And the
rise of religious fundamentalisms, already noted, has often
brought further restrictions on the lives of women. This grim
intersection of neoliberalism and patriarchy is not a logical
necessity, but all systems of power provide an environment
for each other and the current conjunctural meeting-up of
these two systems does seem to have been worked to their

mutual benefit.
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Which raises a question for feminism: are things in fact
getting worse for women? I grew up in European social
democracy. In spite of all its inadequacies, it did enable many
gains by women, and it generated an overall sense of progress,
of a larger history in which things would change for the better.
There was much wrong with all this, but its loss is
catastrophic. Even within the purely economic the new
articulations of capitalism and patriarchy do not give me hope.
The new capitalisms, especially in Asia, seem to be based
more on the subordination of women, and on new forms of
masculinity and male dominance. Is this so? And ‘at home’,
in the UK, the ‘new’ sectors that are hailed as our economic
future are ‘high technology’ (dominated by forms of scientific
masculinity) and by a testosterone-fuelled finance sector.

What does all this foretell? How does it look from Japan?
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