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Studying Abroad in Dunedin
Faculty of Letters and Education
Liberal Arts and Humanities
1st Grade Riko Homma
1. The reason why I decided trying to study abroad

When I was a high school student, I went to the U.S. because of my school's
homestay program. The differences of culture attracted me so much, and I wanted to
learn other cultures more and more. However, the program was for three weeks,
which was quite short staying for me. This studying abroad was for six weeks which
was twice as long as my first homestay. I thought it can be preparation of long term
studying abroad.

In addition, I had wanted to go to New Zealand since I was a junior high school
student because I learned about New Zealand little bit at the school. I really wanted
to watch Kiwi birds. Also, Japan, especially city has little nature. New Zealand has a
few number of people and big amount of nature. I'd never experienced such a situation,

so I thought it was good to expand my view.

2. Actually
To tell you the truth, the prospection was right. At first, I thought New Zealand's
life style was similar to the U.S., but it was not. I could experience their culture and
at last, I could see Kiwi bird! Watching Kiwi was my dream, so I was moved when I

faced real Kiwi.

3. This program

Unexpectedly, the University of Otago language centre had a lot of Japanese
student as well. The rule of the centre was that we had to speak only English during
staying at the university. Ochanomizu University students kept the rule but the other
students did not. However, I could join Advanced class which was the highest class
and the students in the class were really good at English, came from various countries,
and they can speak English very fluently. I could make friends with them and eat
lunch with them every day. Fortunately, maybe next year, a friend of mine who came
from Thai Land will come to Japan! I promised to show her my favorite place in Japan

during her staying in Japan.

4. Homestay

Kiwi people (New Zealander call themselves as "Kiwi") were very kind and
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listened to my speaking carefully even though my pronunciation was different from
them. They had Kiwi accents and slangs which were quite difficult for me to
understand, but they taught me such words when I asked them. However, there was
one difficulty. My family had the other exchange student in their house and she was
from China. She had strong Chinese accent which was difficult to understand. Also
there were some difficulties because of cultural differences.

I learned that cultural differences are very interesting things but not always
fun. However, we could overcome the difficulties. If I didn’t go to New Zealand and do

homestay, I couldn’t experience such feelings.

5. Overall
I could learn lots of things which I can't experience in Japan through this
studying abroad. New Zealand had really beautiful view and I couldn't believe the
country is on the earth same as Japan. Six weeks were good length for me to improve
my English skill. I hope my English skill could be much better than when I arrived
New Zealand and actually, it is. I could think many things in English and I could use

English every time in New Zealand, which were precious experiences.

T T
iitabe-

1 at Walter Peak Farm in Queenstown, New Zealand
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