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The Usage of Loanwords by Japanese Learners and Their Background:
Case of English Native Speakers

HORIKIRI Yukiko

Abstract

In the field of Teaching Japanese as a Second Language, the study of Japancse loanwords has focused on
their acquisition, and Japanese loanwords lend to be an obstacle for Japancse learners. However, actual
situations about loanword usage by English native speakers nced o be identical. The purpose of this research
is lo understand the process involved in the cognition, emotion and usage of loanwords by Jupanese learners,

An investigatory interview was conducted with 11 Japanese learners who are native speakers of English,
The study found that there are two types of cognition regarding loanwords: perceiving them as English or not,
In addition, if learners consider the loanword as English they then tend to have negative emotions which lead
to avoidance of that particular word. On the other hand, if they consider the loanword as Japanese then the
tendency is to have positive emotions, and that would activate usage of the loanword, depending on context.
The results suggest that Japanese learners’ cognition about loanwords is relaled to the degree w which they consider
loanwords from the framework of their mother tongue, and that is influenced by their cross-cultural acceptance attitude.

[Keywords] Loanwords, Japanese Learners, English Native Speakers,  Cross-Cultural Acceptance
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