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Interactional Language Functions in Group Oral Test
HORIKAWA Yumi

Abstract
This study investigates the content validity of a group oral test by analyzing the test discourse. Twelve
students enrolled in an intermediate Japanese course formed four groups and underwent the group oral test; the
discourse was analyzed using interactional language functions(ILFs)(He & Dai 2006). The results showed that
a variety of ILFs were elicited, and suggested that the group oral test can assess students’ conversation ability
during interaction. On the other hand, some functions involving exchanges over several turns were observed
only a few times; these functions are difficult to assess by the group oral test.

[Keywords] speaking ability, group oral test, interactional language functions, classroom-test, content validity
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