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Problems in story explanation by learners of Japanese that hinder understanding

TASHIRO Hitomi

Abstract

This paper attempts to look at problems in story explanation by learners of Japanese that hinder understanding.
Although there has been research that has compared writings by Japanese native speakers and learners of Japanese, this
research focused mainly on writings by learners, dividing them into those that were easy to understand and those that
were hard to understand.

Those that were hard to understand often had the following characteristics:

(1) problems with words, expressions and grammar.

(2) the amount of information the learners tried to communicate was less than that of those that were easy to understand.
(3) there was a tendency to use the te-form frequently

(4) the underuse of non-restrictive relative clause.

While much research has concluded that teachers need to focus on teaching story structure and conjunctions, my
study finds that it is also important to look at sentence structure and the appropriate use of words.

[Keywords] incomprehensibility, evaluation by readers. story explanation, bottom-up, vocabulary
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