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Topic Shifting in the Chinese and Japanese Native Speakers Contact Situation
—Focused upon Chinese Native Speakers —

YANG Hong

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to specify differences in the way of topic shifting by Chinese and Japanese
participants in the Japanese contact situation. The data consist of fourteen 20-minute dyadic Japanese
conversations recorded and videotaped in China. The analysis focused upon topic shifting patterns and topic
shifting strategies. The results show that about topic shifting patterns, Japanese participants explicitly conduct
topic closing between them collaboratively. On the other hand, Chinese participants tend to initiate a new topic
without clearly demonstrating closing the previous topic. As to topic shifting strategies, Chinese participants

use much less strategies in topic closing, compared to Japanese participants.

Moreover, Chinese participants

and Japanese participants show different tendencies in most frequently used topic opening strategies. Chinese

participants initiate topics by utilizing fillers, while Japanese participants do so by using discourse markers

that show their understanding of their counterparts.

[Keywords] contact situation, topic shifting patterns,

topic shifting strategies,

collaborative, interaction
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