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The development and maintenance of first language for language minority
children
— Results of a class based on ‘the inter development and learning model of the academic
learning, the first language and the second language’ —

HARA Mizuho and MIYAKE Wakana

Abstract

Acquisition of L1 is important for cognitive and social development and child-parent relationship. This paper
attempts to search for effective ways for supporting L1 by providing classes for the language minority students from
Korea who have been in Japan for a couple of years. The classes were based on ‘the inter development and learning
model of the academic learning, the first language (in this case L1 being Korean) and the second language (in this case

1.2 being Japanese)’.

The result of the analysis of L1 revealed that the classes provided the children with chances of using L1 that
demanded cognitive and academic language proficiency. The children participated in the class with the will to
intentionally use L1. Even though some children initially showed resistance in using L1 however they gradually get

used to it .

This conclusion suggests that this model is one of the effective ways for supporting the development and
maintenance on the first language for language minority students.

[Keywords] language minority students, development and maintenance of first language, cognitive and academic language

proficiency, ‘inter-development and learning model of the academic leamning, the first language and the second

language’

(Department of Applied Japanese Linguistics, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)



