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The acquisition of giving/ receiving verbs "ageru", "kureru”, and "morau"
—The case of Korean learners of Japanese as a foreign language —

YUN Hee Jung

Abstract

This paper reports a study examining the acquisition of the giving/ receiving verbs "ageru”, "kureru", and "morau"
by Korean leamers of Japanese as a foreign language. The data for this research were obtained from the sentence production
tests of 186 participants. Results obtained from this study were as follow: 1) As these Korean learners become more
proficient in Japanese, as measured by SPOT, they improve on their performance in the sentence production test for the three
verbs, 2) Korean learners tend to use "morau” more than "kureru” when expressing objects being given to them by others, 3)
As Korean learners become more proficient in Japanese, they acquire the ability to position the giver and the receiver
properly based on the giving/receiving verbs, 4) Even proficient Korean learners have not yet acquired the distinction of
point of view between “ageru” and “kureru”, and 5) There is a suggestion that high level learners have yet to acquire an
accurate representation for the point of view of “morau”.

[Keywords] Korean leamers, giving/receiving verbs, sentence production tests, Japanese proficiency, point of view

(Department of Applied Japanese Linguistics, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)



