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An Acquisition Study of IKU/KURU and -TEIKU/-TEKURU
by JSL Learners: Based on an OPI Corpus Analysis

SUGAYA Natsue

This study aims to examine JSL learners' acquisition processes of the basic motion verbs
IKU/KURU and the related auxiliary verbal expressions -TEIKU/~-TEKURU in terms of
learners' proficiency levels, using the ACTFL-OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) corpus.

The results from this study, which was descriptive in nature, show the following

tendency.

i) Comparing the two main verbs /KU and KURU, IKU, for which the speaker’s point of view
corresponds to the direction of movement, is used more often than KURU.

ii) Comparing the two auxiliary verbal expressions -TEIKU and -TEKURU, -TEKURU is used
more often than -TEKURU.

iii) JSL learners acquire the prototype meaning of JKU/KURU, which indicates a physical
motion of human beings, then extend their use to less prototypical meanings.

iv) JSL learners acquire the prototype meaning of -TEIKU/-TEKURU, a motion in physical

space, then extend their use to less prototypical metaphorical meanings.

jii) and iv) suggest that Prototype Theory could explain the acquisition of polysemic words
such as IKU/KURU.

(Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)



