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A study of Japanese connective particle ‘to’
and its Chinese equivalents

CHEN Mei-Ling

This paper analyzes the use of Japanese connective particle ‘to’  and its equivalents in
the Chinese langnage. The data were collected from Japanese and Chinese novels and the
translations of them. The collected sentences have been classified into five categories
according to the linguistic forms of the Chinese equivalents of ‘to’ . The largest single
group is that of  ‘no-equivalent’ followed by the ‘jiwbian’ (3t 1&) type both in
Japanese and Chinese translations.

The ‘no-equivalent’ category was then further divided into two groups according to
whether the potential existed for the inclusion of the equivalent or not: ‘arbitrary no-
equivalent’ and ‘inevitable no-equivalent’ The latter is the larger group both in Japanese
and Chinese translations. “Discovery ‘to” and “consecutive ‘to” tend to be ‘arbitrary
no-equivalent’ , while idiomatic ‘to’  is likely to be "inevitable no-equivalent".

In addition, the fact that Chinese ~ ‘jiwbian’ can be used to express time, consecutive
actions and supposition makes it possible for the ‘jiwbian’ type to correspond to ‘to’ used

for suppositional condition, and truth condition.

(Graduate School, Meikai University)



