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"Compressed Modernities’ in China’s Urban Space:
Practice and representations of space in Shenzhen Overseas Chinese Town
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Abstract

This article explores the process of the production of urban space in the reform era of China, by
focusing on spatial practice and representations in Shenzhen Overseas Chinese Town, especially on its
first designer, Ma Zhimin’s design and practice in building China’s first theme park: Splendid China.
Also through a close reading of Eric Ma’s studies on the unique ‘compressed modernities’ practiced
and lived by migrant workers in Shenzhen Municipality and the Pearl River Delta, this article aims
to examine the validity of Henri Lefebvre’s ‘trialectics’ of spatiality on the reading of China’s urban
transition.
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B35, MAZEMEzEE2] W REZLBRL TWD, [HEEMEEESSNIRBOSKEICBNTES X
5END ZEIF EMEHEREDODEUDZIZBVWTIRAZ EVWS ZEEEWT 5] (FE 2003 143), HHEE
IR B AT 22 DB & R & DFE D Z BT 2 RIEEMIRLIRIE, (RO AE) O =JuiliED—D Th
5 (RROZEM) OERICHMALEME HiEmzRL TN 5,

4.2 BEINZIFERKNSEEETEEOBEE
Bz EIT, BREETSHIZS > EOMNRRAIMOE TH D, MEREFEHFEO LK E HEATEZ,
CHAEZER D S HEES BT, BRI HE ARG ICHEMEET 2, O8RS B AR OFHEIIRR P22 /M1
FlKEFOERZEL CERIND, ARTHICBNT, HEHEMIEHEASA,. BFEAREMBE R ER
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