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On Kinkai Miwake-no-zu(2):
a study on the depiction of people

TSURUOKA Akemi

abstract

This article aims at clarifying the feature of the depiction of people in Kinkai-miwake-no-
zu, a picture album whose scenery was taken during the coastal inspection in 1850, following its
introduction in the last number of this journal.

Firstly, the author points out that not a few pictures of the album depicts the activities of the officers
during the inspection including such behavior as relaxing in front of Shinto shrine. This type of
depiction is distinctive compared with Koyo-tansho-zu, the same kind of picture album produced sixty
vears behind. The author suggests that the influence of various appearances of officers in Fifty-three
Stations of Tokaido enables such depiction.

Secondly, the author shows that there appear repeatedly the activities of local fishermen seen in the
course of the inspection. It has a long history in depicting fishermen as a representation of the desire
for retirement. In addition to it, the picture depicting a large haul strongly linked with the emblem
of good luck. The depiction of Kinkai-miwake-no-zu not only comes into beings under the influence
of these conventions above, it but also is distinctive in depicting the motifs such as the families of
fishermen and the women divers presenting the officers the abalones they caught.

Keywords : Pictures in the late Edo period, the depictions of the actual scenery, Kinkai Miwake-no-
zu, Koyo-tansho-zu, Fifty-three Stations of Tokaido
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