ABICACAR SR 5115 20084
1985F EFNE LR [HEEFEE] R

— THERR] & [EHE] OREET—

N E T

The 1985 Japanese Nationality Law and “Stateless Children”
in Okinawa: between Exclusion and Inclusion

KOBAYASHI Junko

abstract

In the modern Japanese history, Okinawa has always been marginalized: sometimes excluded from
the nation-state, and sometimes included into it by the Japanese government. In this paper, I will
explore its logic of which the Nation-State takes possession when it decides the membership of Nation,
through the process of the revision of the Nationality Law in 1985, according to ratification upon the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Supported by the
women’s movement, it legitimates that children born between a Japanese mother and a foreign father
acquire Japanese nationality as well as their counterpart. Although gender equality among Japanese
parents got realized in the law, there still remained some problem: it did not apply to the stateless
children born before 1965 in Okinawa, those who were eager to get Japanese nationality because of the
effect only for them born after 1965; By analyzing this process, from multiple perspective, I will rethink
historically of citizenship(nationality) in Japan and how the State traced draws a boundary of the
Japanese at that moment, finally reevaluate of the Japanese Nationality Law.

Key words : Nationality Law, Nation-State, Gender-equality, Okinawa, “Stateless Children”
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