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Changes of Yamaage-matsuri or Yamaage Festival

Based on the Survey to the Residents

FUKUSHIMA Meiko

abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the changes of attitudes towards Yamaage-matsuri, or Yamaage
Festival in old six districts in Nasukarasuyama city, and its problems in the near future. The results of the
survey to the residents said that Yamaage-matsuri had once held in the whole town for the opportunity to
express belief to Ujigami, or gods, and for the pleasure once in a year. Results also make clear the fact that
Wakashu, or young male successors was and is and will be the center of the festival. The residents have had
a dilemma, when the festival had changed from the festival for old six districts to that of the whole town,
and when it had appointed to the cultural assets of the country. That is, while the festival had had the more
meanings as the assets of the whole town and the country, the only six districts had heavily shouldered its
responsibilities and management. According to consolidation with neighbor town on October in 2005, the
dilemma might be bigger than before. They also have other problems such as contradictions between religion
and tourist attractions, holding the festival on the streets where cars are coming and going, managing to raise
festival expenses where elderly households increasing, bringing up Wakashu in the districts where decrease the

children.
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