ANFtimsE 8% 20054
HHEFRE & ko BE
—— RN R L s LT—

%

# B & T

NITOBE Inazo and Moral Cultivation for Women :

Focus on Women’s Magazines

MORIKAMI Yuko

abstract

This paper tries to elucidate the effect of Nitobe’s Christianity on his concept of moral cultivation, through a
research on his articles in well-known women’s magazines in modern Japan, Fujin sekai and Fujin gahoo. 72 of
his articles are identified in Fujin sekai from 1910 to 1931, and 75 ones in Fujin gahoo from 1907 to 1930. Most
of them are published from Taisyo period to early Showa period, when the working women population had
increased, as well as the variety of occupation had expanded.

His suggestion conflicted with these social phenomenon. It is confirmed from his articles that Nitobe argued
women should be at home. He believed that women’s power is the source of the domestic happiness, which
must be a basis of the state. He described women’s power as the spirit of self-sacrifice. Showing this spirit
means living with God based on his Christianity, he described it “vertical”. He said, human being should
recognize the Inner Light inherent in individual heart. Women can establish spiritual independence, when she

lives with God.
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