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Inferring the meanings of unknown words and vocabulary learning in reading

TOKUDA Megumi

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to review studies of interring the meaning of unknown words in reading, and
to examine suggestions and issues regarding vocabulary learning of Japanese as a foreign language. For this
purpose, this article explains (1) the process of inferring the meaning of unknown words, (2) the relationship between
inferring the meaning of unknown words and incidental vocabulary learning, (3) the problems in inferring the meaning
of unknown words, and (4) how to instruct the inferring of the meaning of unknown words. This article limits the
scope of the review fo studies of inferring the meaning of unknown words in reading without inter\)entions, dictionaries,
glossaries, etc.
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