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A review of interlanguage studies in Japanese long vowels and short vowels

OGUMA Rie

Abstract

The studies in interlanguage phonology are in progress in the field of Japanese language. In Japanese,
one vowel sound can be discriminated as two phonemes : a long vowel and a short vowel, according to the
length of its duration. Recently, more empirical studies have been done in the fields of acquisition of Japa-
nese long vowels and short vowels both in perception and production. In this article, these previous studies
are divided into two parts; one deals with the learner's perceptive ability and the other with the learner's pro-
ductive ability. Then, in each part, cross-sectional studies and longitudinal studies are introduced. The
cross-sectional studies are analyzed from the perspectives of the learner's native language, language level,
degree of attention, the influences of phonetic conditions, intonations, etc. The longitudinal studies have not
been investigated enough so far, however, the acquisition processes and the effects of instructions have been
studied. This article reviews and examines the results of these empirical studies, and suggests directions for
future research in this area.

[ Keywords] Japanese language rhythm, long vowels and short vowels, interlanguage phonology,
perception and production, phonemic categorization

(Department of Applied Japanese Linguistics, Graduate School, Ochanomizu University)
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