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1 Harriett Hawkins. Classics and Trash: Traditions and
Taboos in High Literature and Popular Modern Genres.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 1990 p. xiii.

... art not only tends to give its patrons what they want,
but also acts as a creator of the culture by which it was
created.

2 Kyoko Yashiro. Forward in David Matsumoto’s The

New Japan: Debunking Seven Cultural Stereotypes.
Intercultural Press. 2002.
There is convincing evidence from current studies
and surveys that show that generalizations made from
previous works about Japanese people and culture
no longer hold with younger generations ... Japan is
evolving into a society with a different culture.

3 “Introduction” John Whittier Treat. Contemporary
Japan and Popular Culture. Honolulu: University of
Hawaii Press. 1996. p. 3.

A failure to engage Japanese popular culture, commercial
culture ... will mean a failure to take Japan seriously.

4 Romance Writers of America. http://www.rwanational.
org.5/2009.

Two basic elements comprise every romance novel: a
central love story and an emotionally-satisfying and
optimistic ending:

A Central Love Story: The main plot centers around two
individuals falling in love and struggling to make the
relationship work. A writer can include as many subplots
as he/she wants as long as the love story is the main focus
of the novel.

An Emotionally-Satisfying and Optimistic Ending: In
a romance, the lovers who risk and struggle for each
other and their relationship are rewarded with emotional

justice and unconditional love.
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Romance fiction generated $1.375 billion in sales in
2007. Approximately 8,090 romance titles were released
in 2007.

(Romance fiction was the) “ biggest fiction category of
them all” in 2007 ... the books hit the New York Times,
Publishers Weekly, and US4 Today best-seller lists.

The romance category was number two (based on
consolidated ranking across the best-seller lists).

Of those who read books in 2007, one in five read
romance novels.
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8 Krentz, Dangerous Men and Adventurous Women.
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 1992.
(Romance novels) include celebration of feminine
wisdom and power. p. 16

9 [ E#E, p 127
(In Romance novels, the happy ending requires that the)
hero is quite literally brought to his knees to propose
marriage and declare his undying love.

10 I girasoli (Sunflower). Directed by Vittorio De Sica.
Starring Sophia Loren and Marcello Mastroianni.
Compagnia Cinematografica Champion. .1970.

11 FEkFE. p.99
Romance is a fantasy, and like all genre fiction it reflects
the world as we would like to see it.

12 Helen Hazen. Endless Rapture, Rape and Romance
and the Female Imagination. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons. 1983.

She (heroine of romance novel) always has a mind of her
own. p. 3

13 John G. Cawlti. Adventure, Mystery and Romance
Formula Stories as Art and Popular Culture. Chicago
and London: The University of Chicago Press. 1976.
Though the usual outcome is a permanently happy
marriage, more sophisticated types of love story
sometimes end in the death of one or both of the lovers,
but always in such a way that the love relation has been
of lasting and permanent impact. p. 42.

14 Krentz. [/ 3, p. 69

... other themes examined from a feminine perspective

under the covers of romance include career/marriage
conflicts, single motherhood, clinical depression,
divorce, adultery, impotence, infertility, incest, child
abuse, wife-beating, tug-of-love custody battles, gang
rape, widowhood, workaholic behavior, alcoholism,
prostitution, drug addiction, war and its aftermath,
recently surrogate motherhood, anorexia, and
mastectomy.

15 [F E#, p.68
Romance offers fantasies that address the sometimes
intimate concerns of women in a male world

16 [E#E, p.5
Romance novels invert the power structure of a
patriarchal society because they show women exerting
enormous power over men.

17 Suzette L. Mako. Romantic Philosophies. http://
ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/smako/def-root.
htm.

Romance has always known the gentle strength of
women.

18 Janice A. Radway. Reading the Romance. Women,
Patriarchy, and Popular Literature.Chapel Hill, NC: The
University of North Carolina Press. 1984. p. 86
(early interviews were interesting because they focused
on so resolutely) on the significance of the act of reading
rather than on the meaning of the romance.

19 [L-3&E, P.95
(these women believe) romance reading enables them to
relieve tensions, to diffuse resentment ... . .

20 Krentz. [/ £, p. 1.

Few people realize how much courage it takes for a
woman to open a romance novel on an airplane ... When
it comes to romance novels, society has always felt free
to sit in judgment not only on the literature but on the
reader herself.

The verdict is always the same. Society does not
approve of the reading of romance novels. It labels

the books as trash and the readers as unintelligent,
uneducated, unsophisticated, or neurotic.

The fact that so many women persist in reading and
enjoying romance novels in the face of generations
of relentless hostility says something about women’s
courage but about the appeal of the books.

21 Rich Motoko. Recession Fuels Readers’ Escapist
Urges. In New York Times. April 7, 2009.

In a recession, what people want is happy ending. At
a time when booksellers are struggling to lure readers,

sales of romantic novels are outstripping most other
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