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Message from the Founder

We are now living in a globalized era, and the relationship between nations has
been getting closer gradually and steadily. However, Japan and its neighboring countries,
such as Korea and China, are unable to maintain a positive relationship; rather, things
have been getting worse recently. It has been seven decades since the World War II ended;
however, even now, a solution to the enduring conflicts is yet to be found. Although
everyone in each of these countries is more than willing to live together, it is not likely
that the political powers will make this possible. One of the obstacles to solving these
conflicts may be the political attitude of each government, which holds the national
interest as top priority. Consequently, all the nations' interests are in conflict with each
other. In the field of education, however, it is not power, but truth and justice, which
control everything. As a person involved with education, I would like to find a solution to

this problem by means of the powers of truth and justice; to this end, I started three events:

The Japan-Korean International Student Seminar,
The Multicultural and Multilingual Cyber Consortium, and

The International Student Forum.

The first one was held with Dongduk Women's University and Busan University
of Foreign Studies (BUFS), and the second one, with various universities, including BUFS,
Dalian University of Technology, and Vassar College. The last one is this forum.

The Forum was initiated in 2012, one year after the Great East Japan Earthquake
unexpectedly occurred, and aims for students to discuss and think about world-wide issues
from a global perspective beyond their national borders, languages, and cultures. This year
we are holding the 8th Forum, or the 10th if we include those held overseas, at Vassar
College in 2014, and at Dongduk Women's University, Keimyung University and BUFS
in 2015. Fortunately, the Forum was accepted as one of the short-stay programs by Japan
Student Services Organization (JASSO) this year, like the previous Forums. Thanks to the
financial support of JASSO, we were able to invite 12 students from 6 universities in 5
countries, not only from East Asia, but also from Poland, the United States and New
Zealand.

The keywords of the 8th Forum are "Harmonious relationships in East Asia". We

would like to learn the wisdom of how to live harmoniously, from the experience of
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establishing the European Union in Europe, the use of leadership skills to think about
worldwide peace in the US, and the multiculturalism we find in Oceania.

I hope that this Forum works in a good way not just to foster our students as
global citizens, but also to provide them a chance to take the initiative in organizing and
operating an international event by themselves. I believe that it will become a valuable
experience for reflecting on and working together for world peace with students from all
over the world.

This Forum has been established mostly by our students, who have voluntarily
prepared this forum. I really want to express my gratitude to them.

In the end, I hope all the participants who are going to join the Forum get a new

point of view and foster their abilities to work as a multicultural group during the program.

Founder of the International Student Forum
Prof. Shin MORIYAMA
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Program

Thu., Feb 7 | CHECK-IN
Fri., Feb 8 Opening Ceremony
Keynote Lecture
Orientation
Campus Tour
Invited Lecture
Welcome Party
Sat., Feb 9 Study Tour
Edo-Tokyo Museum
Sun., Feb 10 | Preparation for the Presentations
Mon., Feb 11 | International Students Symposium 1
Tue., Feb 12 | International Students Symposium 2
Wed., Feb 13 | Japanese Culture Experience Tour
(Two courses are prepared)
Thu., Feb 14 | Free Tour
Fri., Feb 15 | Closing Ceremony
Farewell Party
Sat., Feb 16 CHECK-OUT
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[Keynote Speech]
International citizenship education through foreign language learning
For people in East Asia and the world to live together harmoniously

Shin Moriyama (Ochanomizu University)

The relationship between nations in East Asia has become more and more confusing these days.
Korea and China, which were heavily damaged by Japan before and during World War II, are
becoming much stronger than they were in the past, and now, they finally broke silence to demand
damages for problems that had been said to be "already resolved". Because of these allegations, the
government of Japan is also reacting in opposition.

These situations evoke serious and fundamental problems that the war compensations provided
by Japan were not sufficient, or appropriate enough, to appease them.

Then, I recently have been thinking a lot what I can do for them as a person who teaches intercultural
exchange and multicultural coexistence to Japanese students, and Japanese language and culture to
international students, including those from Korea and China.

For these reasons, I have continued several educational practices since 2004, one of which is
this “International Student Forum”, where students gather from all over the world to discuss world-
wide issues from international perspectives. During this forum, by using foreign languages learned
and increasing channels of communication, we must try to have a dialogue and understand the minds
and situations others live in in order to reach an answer that is internationally conceived.

If we turn our eyes to Europe, after the second World War, European countries took a firm resolution
never to repeat such a terrible conflict between nations, and started taking steps towards living
together harmoniously. They finally reached the establishment of a transnational organization, the
European Union, in the 1990's. Through the creation process of this establishment, they concluded
that learning foreign language is vital as a citizenship education. Byram, one of the researchers
specialized in language education policies in Europe, proposed that, in order for foreign language
education to develop as an international citizenship, foreign language education must deal not only
with language and culture education, but also with political education. His claim coincides with the
ideas which exists at the back of my educational practices, including this forum.

What are, then, the reasons for these conflicts in East Asia? And why are nations in this area not
able to live together even after more than seven decades have passed since World War II ended?

The first reason is that Japan has not reflected on its past behaviors deeply enough even though it
originated those conflicts. Of course, I know that there are also arguments on Japan's side. However,
as harassment always demands responsibilities from assailants, seen from the point of view of those
who suffered from their hands, so are conflicts between nations, I believe. Unfortunately,

international politics mostly still view the relations from the stronger side and try to solve the
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problems from their perspective, but I think that the time has come to turn the tides and to reflect on
the problems from the weaker side in order to solve them. This logic has not yet passed in
international relations. The Japanese government would not agree with it either.

The second reason is that national relations have prioritized the national interests. In other
words, all nations have considered their own interests as the top priority rather than thinking about
others' interests.

School education and mass media also see the affairs and the history from their own side, in
other words, from a national perspective. As a result, they lead the people to think that their own
view is the only one that is valid and that other perspectives are baseless. This nationalistic
perspective may be useful to exclude others and to unify a nation, however, it might gradually
become obsolete in this internationalized era.

Thirdly, in this globalized era, when the structure between nations is gradually eroding, it seems
that problems should be solved at the individual level, not at the national level. The so-called wartime
"forced labor" problem between Korea and Japan is a typical incident in which this change was
displayed.

In such changing times, our viewpoints for solving international problems should also be
changed. Instead of trying to solve them from the national structure mentioned above, we should
focus on each individual. In other words, not prioritize national interests, but individual human rights.
We, as individuals, should also overcome nationalism and have an international posture on the
matter. As are the education and the media. And on the top of that, we, those who belong to
universities, should lead the way.

As you know, universities are institutes of higher education, and those who belong to them have
as a mission to view existing things critically and discover the knowledge which is most useful for all
of humanity. Moreover, in this globalized era, we also have to critically reconsider ourselves to
overcome our selfishness, as well as critically see and reconstruct the existing society. We should
become such critical beings with critical knowledge and perspective for looking at our own self and
the world, and should have missions to lead the world, or East Asia, to a more harmonious direction.
In this forum, students have gathered not only from East Asian countries, such as Korea and China,
but also three other countries in the world, including Poland from Europe, New Zealand from
Oceania, and the United States from North America. We would like to learn how European countries
have overcome World War I and II, as well as the Cold War; how Oceanic countries have overcome
the white supremacy reasoning and have developed their multiculturalism; how the United States of
America have led the world. Of course, all of them have limitations and issues to be improved.
Furthermore, you must not forget that the successes in these areas are not always applicable to the

issues in East Asia.
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This forum started in 2012, after the disaster of the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, the
topics of which, at first, mostly dealt with natural disasters. Recently, we also addressed disasters
caused by people. This is because it may be difficult, not to say impossible, to avoid natural disasters,
but I believe that it could be possible to circumvent disasters caused by people if they would make as
much efforts as possible. Among these disasters, the most tragic one must be war.

In this forum, in order for all human beings to avoid wars or any other conflicts, and instead, to live
together harmoniously, we would like to hold a significant dialogue and discussion by means of

overcoming each one's own nationalism.
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Presentations’ Summaries

University of Canterbury

Multiculturalism in New Zealand

: The importance of social attitudes and strategies in maintaining a multicultural community

Background

Since its inception as a nation, New Zealand has been an ever-changing ethnic and cultural landscape due to
colonization and then further immigration. As a result, the country has had to deal with the socio-political
challenges that come along with these changes. From the early governmental stages, it was important to
establish an official groundwork for a nation with a duplicity of cultures. This was instituted in the Treaty of
Waitangi (1840); a bicultural treatise that defined the relationship and standing between the British Crown
and the native Maori tribes. Furthermore, New Zealand had to develop a general social attitude that would
positively cultivate New Zealand’s society within the unique bicultural context in which it found itself. This
also meant that New Zealand had to establish itself as a nation that could cope with further immigration and
the integration of more cultures and identities that it would inevitably be faced with, given its own history of
immigration, and original idea as a nation of independence and opportunity.

New Zealand has continued to welcome numerous people from a variety of regions; ranging from the Pacific
Islands and Asia, to Europe and Latin America. As such, New Zealand has continuously developed with an
international mindset in order to engage with an ever-increasing level of cultural diversity and its
accompanying changes. Through this paper we aim to explore social aspects that have developed in New
Zealand to sustain multiculturalism, and how they could be translated and implemented in East Asia to aid
in relieving international tensions. We will also explore the specific experience of Latin American immigrants
as a case study and how it exhibits the effectiveness of New Zealand’s outlook and approach to

multiculturalism.

Research Questions

*What is the context and situation in which Latin American communities have immigrated to New Zealand?
*How has sense of community assisted in ensuring an inclusive and culturally aware environment within
New Zealand?

*What opportunities are available for people in New Zealand to experience and understand other cultures?

*How can the points mentioned above be adapted to facilitate peace and understanding in East Asia?
Methodology

In our paper we used information and research derived from academic research papers, interviews, and

government websites to provide validity and accuracy to our points of discussion.
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Vassar College
William Edward Duffy
Summary of Presentation

In my presentation I explore the different ways an American can help ameliorate relations between
Japan and its East Asian neighbors. With a lack of foreign relations and political experience, I do my best to
share my personal opinion in Japanese.

First, it is difficult as an American to feel like I can help improve another country’s issues when
my own country is fraught with internal turmoil. America has long acted as an example of what other
countries have aspired to be. Although America was not very involved in East Asian politics until after World
War 11, until recently our presence was a positive influence. Now times have changed. Our president, aside
from being an international embarrassment, employs a harmful set of foreign policy ideas that set to further
isolate America from the international community. Until we as Americans can not only elect another
president but also elect more progressive-thinking politicians, we need to think globally while acting locally.

In my personal opinion, the best thing to do as a student in terms of Japan and its relations is to
learn about them. That sounds simple, but many American high school curriculums do not cover much
material focused on Asia. American students can independently research Japan and its history, but to leave it
there is not enough. Attempting to learn the language is among the best ways students can learn more about
a country and its conflicts. Fluency is not necessary, (I am far from fluent) but the language of a country
better reflects how that nation’s people think.

Understanding is vital because communicating with others who think about issues differently is the only
way to reach any kind of feasible solution. As an individual, constantly challenging one’s opinions by

discussing with others is the way to achieve this.
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Uniwersytet Warszawski

What the world can learn from Poland?

: The role of Poland in process of European integration

Part1 Historical Introduction (10 minutes)

1. Poland during World War I and World War 11— 1918- 1945 r.

2 From Polish People’s Republic to the Polish Round Table Agreement — 1952- 1989 1.
3. System transformation and the accession process to European Union- 1989- 2004 r.
4

Poland in European Union- 2004- 2019 r.

Part I 'What the World can learn from Poland? (10 minutes)

1. Patriotism, not nationalism- the Polish messianic idea till the World War II
2. The Polish way of burying the hatchet
3. The Polish foreign policy- supportive cooperation in striving for stable economic and social

progress in the frame of European Union (Single European Market)

4, Poland as a beneficiary of structural funds of UE

Part Il Summary and conclusion (5 minutes)
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1. BEHERBEM (10 45)
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2. HFIIR—FURDLMAEEETH ? (10 5)
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