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Message from the founder

Shin Moriyama

This International Student Forum, which started in 2012, has reached the ninth time this year.
Our endeavor was adopted as a project of the COIL, which stands for Collaborative Online
International Learning, and this year we held this forum in Vassar College, one of the
participating universities of COIL, as well as a partner university of our university. It was also
the second opportunity to hold the forum at Vassar.

COIL is a program which encourages universities in Japan and the United States to utilize
online tools for cooperative learning between the countries. The aim is, by using these
instruments, students are urged to go abroad and foster various international studies. For this
forum, from December 2019 to February 2020, we also used zoom for interactions between
classes from these two universities, as well as social media, such as Facebook and LINE, for
exchanges between buddy students.

In particular, international joint learning that is held for a short period, is difficult for
participants to gain enough benefits because a considerably long period is required to foster a
deep relationship and to exchange dialogue and discussion. However, when we utilize online
facilities before meeting directly, we could deepen our mutual relationships even though we are
not able to have direct contact. Therefore, by using online tools, we can overcome the weakness
of short-term events. Using online tools also extends international interaction on a daily basis.
For these reasons, we could conduct this forum more successfully than ever through the COIL
project.

This time, Vassar College held this event as a Student Forum on Environmentalism;
therefore, we also adopted this as the main topic. Students from both universities discussed,
considered, and tried to solve various environmental issues. Eleven students from our university
and 17 students from Vassar participated and presented their studies in English or Japanese,
their languages that they are learning.

The environmental problems include not only the preservation of natural environments and
natural disasters but also the human-made calamities and conflicts in communities, which have
rapidly globalized and has become multicultural recently. All students dealt with these complex
problems sincerely and actively and tackled them as those that they should be able to solve by
themselves as a youth.

In my keynote speech, I talked about the mission of higher education institutes. According to
R. Barnard, higher education should stand at the front of dealing with existing knowledge, self,

and the world by solving these issues critically to develop the more innovative ones. The two



universities are known as a leading liberal arts college in each country. It was my great pleasure
that students from these universities gathered, discussed, and tried to solve the problems as
people in higher education.

Moreover, environmental problems are interdisciplinary issues that need interdisciplinary
interaction beyond the disciplines of natural, human, and social sciences. For such a reason, not
only professors and students from human and social sciences but also those from natural
sciences gathered and learned from international and interdisciplinary perspectives. Each
participant presented a study about the common issues of environmentalism, and besides that,
this forum provided them with an alternative perspective. They taught and learned from each
other.

Dealing with questions, including environmentalism, in a different way or from another
perspective, accompanies a variety of difficulties. This means that environmental problems
should be approached in various ways, and that is the sole solution to it. That is why we, as
people belonging to liberal arts universities, should tackle this problem. All participants realized
that environmental issues have to be approached together beyond the borders of nationalities
and disciplines.

Our planet is suffering from various unprecedented problems. For only a few months this
year, large-scale fires occurred in Australia, the coronavirus is spreading all over the world.
These global problems are also able to supervene rumors and hatred for the weak, which
encourages national and racial conflicts. | hope the students who learned in this forum will
become aware of these problems as their own, develop themselves, and head the endeavors to
live together harmoniously in a better world.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Vassar faculties, especially Professor Qiu and
Tsuchiya, for inviting us to this event. I also appreciated all the participants who gave a speech
or a presentation for our learning, as well as the international staff from the two universities

who also made their efforts for success.
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