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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze different fillers (types, position) used in group discussions by Japanese language
learners whose mother tongue is Arabic. The result of the analysis revealed that Japanese language learners,
whose mother tongue is Arabic, used 8 different types of fillers. Among them, the most frequently used ones
were ‘KO, SO, A" type fillers, “Vowel” type fillers and “Nanka” type fillers. Non-Japanese fillers also
appeared in the learners' utterances. As for the position of the fillers, the results showed that fillers were used
in three different positions in the utterances. Fillers were used most frequently in the middle of the utterance.

They weren’t used a lot in the head of it and only a few fillers appeared at the end of the utterance.
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