Japan Soci ety of Research on Early Childhood Care and Education

BB S [#T] ORZIZOVWTHO—~EE

[ <G>

WHEICBIT D [EL] ORZIZOVWTO—-EE
SR D 0] BRONTEE D —

BOE T

A Study on Grasping “Play” in Early Childhood Care and Education :

Exploring the Reality of Understanding “Play” from a Phenomenological Point of View

Hiroko Yokoi

The purpose of this study is to clarify how we grasp the concept of “play” in early childhood through exam-

ining two episodes from the author’s experience. The analysis is based on some phenomenological theories,

especially those of J. Henriot, M. Merleau-Ponty and F. Kiimmel. Findings are as follows. First, “play” exists

when we name a child’s behavior “play” or recognize it to be “play” Second, the above-mentioned action is

not only useful but also a cause of “misunderstanding” in my process of comprehension. Third, when I grasp

a child’s experience, it synchronously transforms my existence. Finally, it is necessary to break away from a ten-

dency of closed perception in order to transcend this misunderstanding and reach a new understanding.
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