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@ Research Pursuits

In Japan, both kindergartens and day nurseries provide preschool education. Both have educational
curriculums and both carry out educational activities everyday. Moreover, kindergartens and day nurseries are
not divided by age. The system in Japan is unlike the typical European system in which early childhood
education consists of day nurseries for 0-2 year olds and kindergarten for 3-5 year olds. In Japan, 3-5 year old
children also go to day nurseries.

However, there are systematic differences. Today, the line that divides kindergartens from day nurseries is the
working status of the parents or guardians (Actually, whether the mother is present or absent during the day.)
Under the system, newborns to two-year old infants can receive daycare at day nurseries. Dividing the two by
age group, day nurseries provide education and care to infants and young children while kindergartens provide
education and care only to young children.

In actual practice, day nurseries also provided education. Moreover, if early childhood care is interpreted as
group education in early childhood, then it may be possible to say that even children from households in which
the mother does not work and is able to care for her children are lacking in early childhood care.

Today, people have come to expect day nurseries and kindergartens to provide regular education and care for
children lacking in childcare but at the same time also to function as local child-rearing centers and provide
assistance for raising children in Japan.

The theme of research is how we could integrate dual system of pre-school for children.
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