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@ Research Pursuits

1. Marine bacteria from underwater substrates were
screened for the effectors on settling larvae of the
coral Acropora. This year, novel mix-culture
methods were tested to obtain bacterial communities
that retain symbiotic relationships and the activity
to induce settlement of coral larvae. Those active
batches were identified by the mix-culture in high
efficiency compared with isolated culture methods.

2. Recently in the Southern coasts in Shikoku, snails
in the Genus Coralliophila frequently outbeak are
cause damages on corals. However coralliophilans
lack teeth, and there had been no direct evidence
We tried to

detect DNA of coral symbiotic algae, zooxanthella, in

that the snails predate on coral tissues.

the tissues of the snails by PCR. From all samples
zooxanthella DNA was detected although the
quantity varied much. This gives the first evidence
of coral predation by the coralliophilans.
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@ Educational Pursuits

I provided the “Marine

Environments and Diving” as liberal arts, and the

following subjects:

following subjects as biology majors: “Evolutionary
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Biology”, “Developmental Genetics”, “Endocrinology”,
“Molecular Genetics Laboratory”.

As the subjects in the graduate school, a lecture and
an exercise course on EvoDevo were offered as
regular subjects, and “Developing Teaching
Materials in Biology, Practical” as a teacher-training
course in the frame of the Good Practice. The master
study and seminar were also held during the whole

fiscal year for one student.
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