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The following longitudinal research projects were

conducted in 2007.
1) Longitudinal study of child development and
family mental health: This longitudinal research
project aims to investigate the effect of family
environment on children’ s psychological
development and adjustment from pregnancy to
adulthood. In 2007, by using the data collected
from the birth to 18 years of age, the longitudinal
causal correlations between parental mental
health and child developmentwere examined.
Twin Project: This longitudinal study of twins
and their families investigates the role of
environment and genes on child development.
In 2007, the fifth follow-up survey has been
finished.
Study on Child Care Quality: The purpose of this
study is to find out the effects of the quality of
care provided at home and child care centers
on children’ s physical and psychological
development by observational assessment
from infancy. The third follow-up survey was
completed.

4) Child development and media: This is a
collaborative research with NHK. The effect of
electronic media on children of age O through
12 has been examined by longitudinal study.
The follow-up project at 5 years of age was
conducted.
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Undergraduate students:

In “Kiso-zemi” for freshman, the major theme
was “family” . Studies on family from various
academic fields such as psychology, sociology,
education, behavioral genetics, and comparative
ethology were discussed during the class, and
each student did a presentation on summary of
their own ideas. Basic education of psychology for
sophomore and junior year, basic methodology of
developmental psychology and clinical psychology
was introduced by experiments and exercises. For
seniors, thesis advices were given by discussion
on current issues of various psychological
approaches for psychological adjustment and
environmental factors during childhood.

Graduate students:

The theoretical backgrounds of developmental
psychopathology, a new interdisciplinary of
psychology, clinical psychology, and psychiatry,
were discussed. Practical advices for conducting
psychological research were given during class
and individual meeting. For those who writing
master’ s and doctor’ s thesis, thesis advices were
given by discussion on current research topics on
family relationship and children’ s development
in the field of developmental psychopathology.
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