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Nishi-Honganji-bon Sanju-rokunin-shu (The Nishi-
Honganji Collection of Thirty-Six Anthologies), a
national treasury of Japan, is a collection of the
“shikashu” or “kashu” (private anthologies of waka
poems) of thirty-six waka masters before 10th
century such as Komachi, Tsurayuki and others who
were considered to be the best of all. The beauty
of the paper and the calligraphy of the collection
illustrates the apex of Heian culture. No complete
annotation of the thirty-six anthologies has been
accomplished yet.

Forty years have passed since [ started my research
on “shikashu” ,an area not well developed then. Last
year I published a book, Heian Waka Kenkyu (Studies
on Heian Waka Poems, Kazama Shobou, Tokyo,
March 2008, 560 pages), a collection of twenty-
one articles [ had published in the period. Included
in it are my works on the anthologies of such waka
poem masters as Komachi, Ise and Asatada as well
as Izumi-shikibu, Murasaki-shikibu, Noin and other
poets in the 11th century , with new findings and
interpretations added.

The fundamental materials of this field,
“Shikashu-Taisei” the collection of shikashu (Vol. 1
- VI ,9400pages), was published more than thirty
years ago and it is hard to get the copies these
days. In December 2008, “CD-ROM Shikashu-Taisei”
was completed, containing 138 shikashu, including
all the published ones. I have been committed for
several years to this work as one of the ten members
of the editorial supervising committee.
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1 In 2008 academic year, I taught 2 undergraduate
lectures courses and 3 seminars, one of which
enrolled 38 students.

2 I was the main thesis adviser for two students of
master courses both of whom succeeded to enter
the doctoral course.

3 I gave guidance to 6 graduate students who
read their papers at Joint Seminars between
Ochanomizu and several Universities abroad.
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