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Welcoming Remarks

HIRANO, Yukiko
Dean of the Graduate School

Encountering Japanese Studies Abroad

(OGipangu — an island in the East abundant in gold
(Olaponism — artistic impact on the Western world in the 19th century
(Olapanese Studies — regional studies developed in the United States in the mid — 20th century

Travel abroad has been greatly facilitated by the invention of jet planes, and more than 2 million people
outside of Japan now study the Japanese language. However, how much do we actually know about the
research on Japanese Studies conducted in foreign countries?

The School of Japanese Studies in a Global Perspective was inaugurated at Ochanomizu University on
April 1, 1999 for the purpose of studying Japanese culture from an international point of view. This
school draws specialists from several disciplines, including history, literature, linguistics, geography, phi-
losophy, music, dance, and costume aesthetics and it sponsors an international symposium annually. The
language used in each symposium is Japanese, and the theme of this year’s symposium, the fourth since
the School’s inauguration, was chosen with the intention of linking domestic scholars and students with
researchers from abroad.

This year’s symposium consists of three sessions focusing on the following topics: Japanese verse,
“rhythm” as viewed from a variety of disciplines, and Japanese religion. In addition, two panel discus-
sions are planned; one discusses Japanese language education in multi-lingual and multi-cultural situa-
tions, and the other examines the depiction of women in Japanese literature. A variety of individual papers
will also be presented, and the keynote speech “Japanese Studies in the USA” opened to the public, mak-
ing the symposium a stimulating experience for all involved.

The success of this event is due to the hard work of the steering committee and staff, and I thank all of
them for their efforts. I would also like to express our appreciation to the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, which provided us with a generous grant this year, and to the Suntory
Music Foundation for their continued support.

Plans for the 2003 Symposium are already underway, and we invite all of you to join us in what will
surely be but another exciting encounter.






