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The Problem of the Career Education Emphasizing Interests and Concerns :

Occupational Aspiration and Gender

TERASAKI Satomi

abstract

The purpose of this paper is the following. 1) To examine the regulation factor of occupation aspiration. 2)
To examine the influence of socioeconomic variables, especially sex. 3) To consider the problem of the current
career education.

This research is based on the Japan Education Longitudinal Study 2003, which aims to investigate many
development aspects of children from elementary school to the stage of getting a first job. In this paper, the
data used for analysis consisted of junior high school students of a metropolitan area and a rural area.

From analysis, it became clear that 1) the regulation factors of occupational aspiration differed in A area
and C area. This difference derived from the differences in the shapes of family lifestyle, and regional char-
acteristics and educational environments. 2) In A area, the attribute factors, especially sex, had done influ-
ence greatly to aspiration. 3) The school has adopted the guidance principle which approves these trends. The
school has introduced the educationally valuable vocabularies of career choice in response to the criticism to
“cram education.” Since these vocabularies are educationally valuable, it is much more difficult for educators

and researchers to point out the problem.
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