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44 PEDAGOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

organism; while the internal cells absorb nutriment not only for
themselves but for the others. This is the simplest example of a
process that becomes more and more complex in the formation of
higher organisms; in adapting themselves to their work, the cells
become greatly modified (formation of tissues) and perform
services that are useful to the entire organism. And at the same
time, because of the very fact that they have been differentiated,
they become dependent upon the labors of others, for obtaining
the means of subsistence. Similar laws seem to

persist even at the present day in the formation
of social organisms, in human society.

During the development of the embryo, all
snimals pass through similar phases; and to this
man is no exception.

He traces his origin to an ovum-cell formed
of protoplasm, nucleus end membrane, measur-
ing only a tenth of a millimetre, yet vastly large
in comparison with the spermatic cell destined
to fertilise it by passing through one of the innumerable pores
that render the dense membrane penetrable.

After the ovum-cell is fertilised, it consti-
tutes the first cell of the new being; that is, it
contains polentially s man. But as seen through
the microscope, it is really not materially any-

b rat Fi0.3.—A Morala ¥Fia. 4.—An Bgg aad
Segme i o3 seen’ from the oon. of the
Fertilised Ovum. Outside, about to

thing more than a microscopic cell, undifferentisted, and in alt
things similar to other independent cells or to fertilised ovarisn
cells belonging to other animals. That which it contains, namely,
man, often already predetermined not only in species, but in
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4 M. Montessori, Pedagogical Anthropology, New York,

Frederick A. Stokes, 1913, p.44.



