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“Sharing” as a foundation for early childhood relationships:

Through replacing of objects in a nursery room

Hiroe YAMAZAKI

Abstract

This study attempted to reconsider the sharing of objects in a community environment from the
framework of the public nature of perception. Conventional arguments based on the conceptual formation of
ownership and sharing were compared with Gibson's ecological psychology of shared environment. Furthermore,
by focusing on the rearrangement of objects and describing collective layout changes, the fact that objects are
shared in a dynamic environment was confirmed. Many of the furniture and childcare items that make up the
nursery room were rearranged microscopically by the children and caregivers in their daily lives. This
rearrangement was not due to the activities of people working toward a common goal, but rather due to the
multiple uses of individual objects in the various action sequences of each person. These observations suggest

that sharing in daily life occurs at the intersection of individual experiences.

Keywords: arrangement of layout, collective possession, ecological approach, populated
environment
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