Keynote speech

Reconsideration of Peace Education
World War II and the relationship between
the US and Japan

Shin Moriyama
(Ochanomizu University)

The relationship between the two universities

It is our great pleasure to hold the eleventh
International Student Forum.

For a moment, I would like to review the
relationship between our two universities.

Since the first meeting with Professor Qiu and
Professor Tsuchiya in 2004, we continued to
discuss academic exchange initiatives, and finally
concluded an academic exchange agreement in
2006.

In 2009, we also launched joint international
remote classes via a video conferencing system
with Vassar students.

In 2012, the first International Student Forum
was held on our campus. The forum then
continued to be held every year and Vassar
students always attended. In 2014, the forum was
held for the first time outside of Japan, at Vassar

College.
In 2018, our universities decided to promote
COIL, Collaborative Online International

Learning, and our interactions strengthened.

In 2019, we held the ninth forum at Vassar
College, participants discussed the environmental
issues from a global perspective. And last year,
we conducted the tenth forum with Vassar
College, we addressed COVID-19 as the theme.

The history of the International Student
Forum

This forum was born in the aftermath of the
sad, unforgettable disaster, the Great East Japan
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Earthquake that occurred on March 11, 2011.
Everyone in Japan felt devastated by grief every
day and night. However, support from all over the
world encouraged us to pick up ourselves again.
At the first forum, which was held in 2012,
students from eight countries around the world
gathered at Ochanomizu University, including
two students from Vassar College. Participants
from all over the world introduced to us a variety
of support activities that were conducted in their
countries for the reconstruction of Japan which
moved us enormously. Vassar students, especially
those learning Japanese, voluntarily held charity
concerts for Japanese restoration. Three students
sang a song titled "Kokoro no Koe," which means
"voice of the heart." They also produced and
presented to us a video, where many Vassar
students were holding placards supporting the
victims in Japan. I still keep this video and it
always makes me feel the deep, heartwarming
relationship between our universities. The first
forum gathered not only from the U.S. but also
from Thailand, Germany, the Czech Republic,
and Poland, and people in their countries also
held various charity events for us. Countries in
East Asia, such as Korea and China, which
usually have undesirable relations with Japan
because of history, also extended special help to
us at that time, and students from these countries
introduced to us various supportive activities held
We their
presentations, sometimes with tears in our eyes,

in their countries. listened to
and got the power to live again thanks to their
heartwarming support.

Because of this forum being borne of such a
sorrowful disaster, it has dealt with a wide variety
of worldwide problems. The forum has also
discussed what we can do as a younger generation
in the event of natural disaster or human-made
calamity occurring anywhere on this planet,
including nuclear power problems,
environmental issues, refugees and immigrants,
COVID-19, and how we overcome World War II

and conflicts among nations. Each time the
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participating students sincerely discussed these
serious issues, they began to work toward
overcoming differences in nationality, language
and value in hopes of reaching the same goals for
world peace. They also considered what they can
do as young people and moved to action
vigorously.

And now, we are able to hold the eleventh
forum.

World War II and Education and Declaration
of Peace in Japan

As you know, during the previous century,
we human beings experienced world wars twice
and created various sacrifices and sorrows. We
deeply reflected on them and decided never to
repeat such a tragedy again; we established
such as the United
Nations and the European Union to overcome
conflicts between nations. In 1982, the UN
established 1986 as the International Year of
Peace, which was the fortieth anniversary since
the UN was built. After that, countries all over the
world started various kinds of peace education.

international institutions,

Shinjuku, where I'm living, also announced
the Declaration of Peace in that year. This is the
declaration.

Perpetual peace in the world is a common
wish of all humankind. As the only citizens in
the world to be hit by nuclear bombs, and as
residents who had experienced serious war
damage, we have a responsibility to appeal to
everyone in the world about how devastating
wars are, to build eternal peace, and to hand over
a planet rich in nature to the next generation. In
the year of international peace, we appeal to all
countries in the whole world for the abolition of
nuclear weapons, which pose serious threats to
the survival of humankind, to sincerely seek the
realization of permanent peace in the world, and
to declare Shinjuku a city of peace.

What do you feel when you read this
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declaration? When I read it, I could not help but
feel it
unacceptable. Needless to say, perpetual peace in

was somewhat problematic and
the world is nothing more than a hope shared by
all humans. However, the Japan that was
described in this declaration was leaning toward
portraying Japan as a victim, as in, "the only
victim country in the world" and "a country
seriously damaged in World War II".

Is Japan really able to maintain its status as
a victim in front of countries around the world? I
have visited Asian and Oceanian countries and
regions, including South Korea, China, Taiwan,
Singapore, Saipan, Hawaii and Australia, and
witnessed a variety of scars inflicted by Japan's
attacks during the war in most of them. Can
Japanese people declare their victim status in
front of the people there?

As you have already noticed, Japan was
nothing other than an assailant country that
invaded and colonized Asian and Pacific
countries rather than a victim attacked by others.

Japan and the US once had a hostile
relationship. We often think that the Pacific War
began in 1941, initiated by the Japanese attack of
Pearl Harbor. However, according to Professor
Carol Gluck, who will give a lecture on the last
day, it started much earlier than 1941, at least
1931, when Japan launched an attack on
China.
understand why Japan caused those wars without

Manchuria, Moreover, we cannot
going back further to the late 19th century, when
Japan invaded China and Korea in earnest. In
other words, Japan already initiated wars at that
time.

If peace education in Japan continues to look
away from the cause of the wars and history as an
assailant and only to mention the damage in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan's oath never to
cause a war will not be believed by others around
the world. People in Asian or Pacific countries,
especially in countries victimized by Japanese
colonization, would consider the pledge as

deceptive. It would also be unpersuasive for those
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in the US, even though they should assume
responsibility for dropping the atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Furthermore, if Japan
continues with such peace education and oath, it
does not possess the right to lead the movement
of abandoning nuclear weapons.

If we, not only those in Japan, but also those
in the US, are to mention peace or to promote it,
adopting the attitude to sincerely reflect on our
past is indispensable. Japan should face its past of
colonization and warfare sincerely. The United
States also need to confront the fact of being the
nuclear

only country to

Additionally, if we are to contribute to world

use weapons.
peace, we need to acquire various values,
attitudes, skills, and knowledge.

Competence for Democratic Culture

A few years ago, the Reference Framework
of Competence for Democratic Culture was
established in Europe. This framework was built
to provide various competences required to take
action to protect and promote peace, human
rights, democracy, and rule of law, to join
democratic culture, and to peacefully live
together in culturally diversified societies.

In this Student

Forum, 1 adopted this framework to develop

eleventh International

participants' competence for democratic culture
as much as possible, and to realize a discussion
for peace between the two countries.

This framework proposes 20 kinds of
competences in four categories related to
democratic culture.

The first category is "values", including
those pertaining to understanding the importance
of concepts such as human rights, diversity,
democracy, rule of law, and peace.

The second category is "attitudes", like those
of openness, respect for others, possessing
and civic and

responsibility mindedness,

tolerance of ambiguity for overcoming
differences in opinion.

The third category is "skills", including
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autonomous learning skills, critical thinking
skills, skills of listening to others, empathy,
flexibility adaptability,
communicative skills, and those of co-operation

and linguistic and
and conflict-resolution.

The fourth category, "knowledge and critical
understanding” includes those of the self,
language and communication, and various global
topics.

I hope that all of you will develop into global
citizens, utilizing these competences, becoming
people of democratic culture, and resolving

various worldwide conflicts and problems.

Our mission as higher education institution

In his book, Ronald Barnett discusses the role
of higher education in our globalized era.
According to him, to date, institutions of higher
education have developed students' criticality in
knowledge and have contributed to the creation
of knowledge. However, in the globalized era,
where wide variety of languages, cultures, and
values coexist, the criticality in knowledge is not
enough. It is also required that we develop a
criticality that targets ourselves, as well as the
world so we can move into action and create a
desirable society. This means that by viewing the
world critically, we can translate this into action
and create a more desirable world. Higher
education has this essential mission to develop
these criticalities, and people living there must
take the lead in this mission. In other words, we
are given the extra time of four years to study how
to achieve world peace and people's happiness. 1
hope all of you rack your brains, reflect on
yourselves, aggressively pursue self re-creation
and ways to re-create this world.

Later, when you grow older and recall this
forum, I hope you will say, "Some of those
dreams we created back then have come true
because of the efforts that began at the
conference.

During this forum, I expect each of you to
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learn and have meaningful discussions to achieve
desired outcomes. I wish you many successes.
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	フォーラムレポート_2010209_祝井絹子
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