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A Study on Transparency of Inferences to Idiom:
In the Case of the Idiom Which Contains the Names of Body Parts

WANG Xueyao

Abstract

This study analyzes the semantic extension of idioms using word-level semantic extension and phrase-level
semantic extension to examine the transparency of idioms. The results show that the type of semantic
extension of idioms affects the judgment of the transparency of idioms and the inference to the meaning of
idioms. Idioms that involve only word-level semantic extension tend to be judged as highly transparent, while
the greater the number of times semantic extension is performed, the greater the degree of semantic
extension tends to be judged. In addition, the greater the degree of semantic extension, the harder it is to

guess the meaning.
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phrase-level semantic extension
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