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Abstract

Bodies That Appear “Before the Law™: Rethinking and Integrating the Ba-
sic Concepts of Cornell and Butler

Shinichi NAGANO

This study explores how bodies stand “before the law” if and when a law forces them to
conform to a given concept of sex.

The term “before the law” denotes the conception of an ideal arena whose members are
equally free as persons. The notion cannot be reduced to legal discourse comprising stat-
utes, precedents, scientific documents, and such materials; rather, it represents a space that
precedes that kind of discourse.

First, this paper examines Cornell’s conception of the imaginary domain to confirm that
we can posit those subjects who, so as to materialize their freedom to (re) imagine and (re)
create their bodily image, both locate themselves “before the law” and confront all legal
discourse that embeds discriminatory and binding order in the material world.

Second, this paper critically integrates Butler’s theories on social movements with Cor-
nell’s ideas to prove that such subjects can appear exactly as bodies whose differences are
irreducible to each other.

This study is original in its focal attention on the ideality and corporeality of subjects who

criticize laws.

Keywords

Law, bodies, sex, the imaginary domain, appearance
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