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Rethinking “Dialogue” in the Whole-Class Discussion:

Focusing on Class Participation through Listening

Megumi YOKOYAMA

Abstract

In this study, I discussed the necessity for understanding the complex interactive “dialogue” of listening as an
aspect of class participation and what teachers can do to support it. Revision of the Courses of Study initiated
the common concept of “dialogue” as a discussion activity and promoted the widespread classroom practice of
discussion activities among students in groups or pairs. In contrast, the interaction in the whole-class discussion,
which is the main form of class, has been ignored. I pointed out the issues this creates in the evaluation of
classroom “dialogue.” Guided by Bakhtin's theory of dialogue, 1 have examined how to understand class
participation through listening. In the classroom’s one-to-many form of communication, dialogue is not only
established between the teacher and the student who speaks but also with the students who participate by
“listening.” We can grasp the “dialogue” by considering the teacher, the specific student speakers in the class,
and the existence and interaction of the participating student listeners. To participate in “dialogue” as a listener,
the teacher should understand and respond to the student’s posture toward class participation; this indicated the

possibility of supporting the student’s participation in dialogue in the class by listening.
Keywords: Dialogue, Whole-class discussion, Listening, Classroom participation, Bakhtin
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