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Transformation of values regarding care in Precure anime series

Natsuki IMURA + Ryoko KODAMA

Abstract

This paper analyzes how values of care have changed in the Japanese animated television program Precure,
which has been running from 2004 to the present. The analysis divides the series into three periods and applies
content analysis to clarify, from the perspective of care, how the heroines, fairies, and enemies have changed. In
the first period, the image of heroines was constructed as individuals who care for the fairies and fight the world’s
enemies. In the second period, the object of care was expanded to include all of society, and the heroines began
to fight for the object of their care, even at a cost to themselves. In the third period, however, excessive care is
denied and the heroines fight for themselves. It is clear that the story has changed to one that emphasizes

cooperation in the heroines’ fight in this period, and at the same time acknowledges the different ways of others.
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