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War-themed Language Arts Class for Language-Minority Students
— Supplementary Class through L1 in Cooperation with Students’ Mothers
as Native Language Supporter —

NAMEKAWA Eriko

Abstract

This paper analyzes war-themed language arts classes for two language-minority elementary school
students. The case study examines supplementary L1 classes that were performed collaboratively by a Japanese
supporter and the students’ mothers as native language supporters. A qualitative analysis of classroom

conversations and a description of class records showed that the students realistically imagined what the
damage of the war would be like through hearing metaphors unique to their mothers and commentary rooted in
daily life. The results suggest that a class conducted in the students’ mother language enabled mothers to play
active roles in their education. Although language-minority students have difficulty participating in classes
such as language arts and social studies, we should give them the opportunity to study difficult social themes,
such as war, with careful preparation and due consideration for linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

[Keywords] language-minority student, language-minority parent, the inter development program of academic

learning, L1 and L2, war and peace, language arts class
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