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M, 2.78 3.00 2.33 2.44 3.00 1.78 2.33 1.33 2.44 2.22
S; .667 .500 707 .882 .500 972 707 707 1.130 .833
M, 3.89 3.78 3.56 3.44 3.56 3.22 3.33 2.56 3.11 3.00
S, .333 441 527 527 527 .667 707 726 782 707
M,-M, 1.11 78 1.23 1.00 .56 1.44 1.00 1.23 .67 78
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2T, OB KR KEHIIBERICH 72D, KiEER DD DHESILL TNWDZENS,
HROLENZ BRI 22510, TOLOFELBIIMNGEEREERELBEL T, MEDT (A) BAKEL
BERTDIECRBODEDTHAD, £izs 74+—TLWF T4 P TEESINLZENS., EVDORNEN
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(1) HEEIZ X > THIEICAR S < DO NEFHNBITENN TVWZALTH D, FD XD A 21X LR
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EBEOMBICEDS T, B LA EEINDIRELZ LN BLSEE S, (g)
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<abstract>

The 11th International Student Forum as Education
for Intercultural Citizenship: Using the Reference
Framework of Competences for Democratic Culture
(RFCDC)

The purpose of this study is to confirm that the 11th International Student Forum, where RFCDC
was adopted as a framework, functioned as citizenship education. The theme of the forum was to
reconsider peace education in Japan and the United States, focusing specifically on their
relationship during World War II. The peace education in Japan, as is well known, focuses mostly
on the atomic bombing at Hiroshima and Nagasaki without looking at their attack on Pearl
Harbor; however, in the US, it is directly the opposite.

This inconsistency refers to both of their peace education are not appropriate and room for
reconsideration. Therefore, the forum adopted such a sensitive and controversial topic as the theme.
Nine students participated from Japan and 11 from the US. They discussed the relationship
between the two countries during the war, reconsidered peace education being offered currently in
their countries, and what they can do as students for peacemaking.

RFCDC was developed and introduced by the Council of Europe to overcome the conflict during
World Wars and establish the coexistence of Europe. For European people to live together
harmoniously, people should develop various competences for democratic culture. 20 competences
are introduced in this reference. We adopted this framework for planning, conducting, and
assessing the forum.

As a result, the participants considerably improved their competences through the forum. Among
the 20 competences, 16 showed significant improvement in values between before and after the
forum (p <.05), and 19 of them showed strong effect sizes (Cohen’s & > .8). These results refer to the
forum considerably improved the participants’ competences for democratic culture and functioned
as a kind of citizenship education.

In the forum, the students dealt with a sensitive topic of the war that was battled between their
countries. The two countries had hostile relations with each other at that time. Therefore, their
perspectives were inconsistent with each other. They had to open their mind, carefully listen to
others’ opinions, and continue dialogue patiently, which transformed their nationalistic and
exclusive perspectives into international ones. The forum was conducted online because of COVID
19, which made their study not practical-based but mainly knowledge-based. However, by
discussing controversial issues, they were forced to change their own knowledge and viewpoints.

Because both Japan and the US had the aspect of the perpetrator: the former attacked Pearl
Harbor and a large number of Asian and Pacific countries, and the latter dropped the atomic

bombs, they had to have “open-mindedness (B1)”, bear strong “responsibility (B4)” and transnational
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“civic-mindedness (B3)" to deal with the sensitive topic. As a result, through addressing such a
topic, they felt “self-efficacy (B5)” to some extent. However, the Russian invasion of Ukraine
simultaneously occurred and they also felt powerlessness as students. “Conflict-resolution skills
(C7)" were also required because of the conflictive topic. “Flexibility and adaptability (C5)" and
“empathy (C4)" were also indispensable. Additionally, “linguistic, communicative and plurilingual
skills (C6)” were also fostered because they had to discuss using their learning languages, English

for the Japanese and Japanese for American students.






